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Three park response to Welsh Government consultation on 
regulations for establishing corporate joint committees and on 
the policy intent for strategic development plans.

Name of 
Committee

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority

Date 15 December 2020

Report Author Chris O’Brien

Job title Senior Planning Officer (Policy)

Contact Details christopher.obrien@beacons-npa.gov.uk

Purpose of Report To seek agreement on a response to Welsh Government 
consultation on regulations for establishing corporate joint 
committees and on the policy intent for strategic 
development plans.

Single Integrated 
Assessment

Not applicable.

List of Enclosures Enclosure 1 – Recommended response to the regulations for 
establishing corporate joint committees.

Enclosure 2 - Recommended response to the policy intent 
for strategic development plans.

Public Interest Test Not applicable.

Recommendation(s) 1. To approve the responses detailed in Enclosures 1 & 
2 as the basis for agreeing a joint response to the 
consultations with Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park Authority and Snowdonia National Park 
Authority.

1.1 Introduction or Background

1.1.1 The Welsh Government is currently undertaking concurrent consultations on:
 Regulations to establish corporate joint committees; and,
 Establishing the Town and Country Planning (Strategic Development Plan) 

(Wales) Regulations 2021

1.1.2 Each consultation closes on 4 January 2021.

https://gov.wales/regulations-establish-corporate-joint-committees
https://gov.wales/establishing-town-and-country-planning-strategic-development-plan-wales-regulations-2021
https://gov.wales/establishing-town-and-country-planning-strategic-development-plan-wales-regulations-2021
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1.1.3 The strategic planning powers of the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority will be 
handed to three corporate joint committees, via which we will need to fund the 
preparation of three strategic development plans.

1.1.4 The national park purposes would not apply to the corporate joint committees. 

1.1.5 At the initial meeting of each corporate joint committee, national park authorities would 
have equal voting rights over strategic planning with other members. However, 
corporate joint committees may subsequently amend membership and voting rights.

1.1.6 The policy intent for strategic development plans indicate they would closely follow the 
local development plans preparation processes. Local development plan ‘lites’ are 
proposed, however without concurrent draft regulations uncertainty remains on the 
relationship between such ‘lite’ plans, strategic development plans and local 
development plans. 

1.2 Proposals

1.2.1 Subject to agreement, a three-park consultation response is proposed which: -
a) seeks to safeguard the national park designation in Wales; and,
b) seeks to avoid replicating weaknesses in the existing local development plan 

process during strategic development plan preparation.
c) Reiterates the points which have been made previously in meetings with the 

Minister for Local Government & Housing and her officials.

1.2.2 Article 5 (1) of The National Park Authorities (Wales) Order 1995 identified that, from 
the 1st April 1996, the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority would be the sole 
local planning authority for the Brecon Beacons National Park and that: -

 functions conferred by or under the planning Acts on a planning authority of any 
description shall, in relation to the Park, be functions of the National Park 
authority, and not of any other authority; and

 so much of the area of any other authority as is included in the Park shall be 
treated as excluded from any area for which that other authority is a planning 
authority of any description.

1.2.3 The Welsh Government consultation recognises neither the Brecon Beacons National 
Park Authority as sole local planning authority nor that its membership is already made 
up from Local Authority Members and Welsh Government Appointees; The Authority 
is effectively a joint committee in its own right.

1.3 Implications

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1995/2803/article/5
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1.3.1 Responding to the consultation will make the Welsh Government aware of our position 
on the proposals. As Members will be aware, Welsh Government have given 
commitments to work closely with the three national park authorities to address our 
concerns and the submission seeks to reinforce the need for collaboration on this issue.

1.4 Risk

1.4.1 The proposal is that strategic planning powers of National Park Authorities are handed 
to three corporate joint committees to which national park purposes would not apply. 
This introduces practical and financial risks to our ability to pursue the purposes.

1.4.2 There is minimal risk in responding to the consultation; not making a strong joint 
response is considered a greater risk.

1.5 Conclusion

1.5.1 By responding to the consultation as proposed, the National Park Authorities will be 
asserting to the Welsh Government that our status as sole local planning authorities 
within national parks must remain. 

RECOMMENDATION:

1. To approve the responses detailed in Enclosures 1 & 2 as the basis for agreeing 
a joint response to the consultations with Pembrokeshire Coast National Park 
Authority and Snowdonia National Park Authority.


